CHAPTER   XVIII

THE LAST CHAPTER

' The main element of the modern spirit's life is neither
the senses and understanding, nor the heart and
imagination : it is the imaginative reason '.

MATTHEW ARNOLD.

ONE thing was missing to Wordsworth's survey.
Matthew Arnold,  who is quoted in the  mottq_
prefixed to this chapter, declared in his Stanzas
in Memory of the Author of ' Obennann ', Etienne
de Senancour, that

Wordsworth's eyes avert their ken
From half of human fate,

and the authority of the statement requires that
we should ask which half Wordsworth left unseen.
The answer need not be categorical. We need
not say, In so many words, ' This he saw ', * This
he did not see', nor construct a catalogue of
spectacles to prove the justice of Arnold's criticism.
Arnold was probably right. In his sixty-six
years of life (1822-1888) he passed gravely in
review many of his senior contemporaries, and
pronounced judgment on the work of Keats,
Byron, Shelley, Wordsworth, and others. And
the judgments he pronounced rested on well-